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DEVELOPMENTS — ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT ASSESSMENTS 
Question without Notice 502 — Answer Advice 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [5.06 pm]: I would like to 
provide an answer to Hon Dr Steve Thomas’s question without notice 502 asked on the last sitting day, 21 May 2020, 
which I seek leave to have incorporated into Hansard. 
Leave granted. 

The following material was incorporated — 
I am aware that the Government’s media release referenced above was re-issued on Friday 5 June 2020 to clarify the definition of 
“significant development” to include: 
• development proposals with an estimated cost of $30 million or more; and 
• incorporate 100 or more dwellings as a residential dwelling proposals with; or 
• include a minimum 20,000sqm of commercial floor space as a commercial development 
In light of this clarification, I have answered your questions on basis of the above corrected definitions. 
I am also advised that proposals referred for assessment to the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) under section 38 of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) do not usually contain information on the value of a proposal, the number of dwellings or the 
size of commercial floor space. Given this context, my answer is provided based on best estimates from the Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation (DWER). 

(1) Two (2) proposals meeting the significant development definition have been referred to the EPA under section 38 of the EP Act 
since the start of the 2016 calendar year to 21 May 2020. 

(2) (a) Two (2) proposals were referred to the EPA for residential developments likely to have over 100 dwellings and estimated 
to cost over $30 million during this time period. Nil (0) proposals were referred to the EPA for commercial developments 
with a minimum 20,000 square metres of commercial floor space and estimated to cost over $30 million during this 
time period. 

(b) Nil (0). 
(c) Not Applicable 
(d) Not Applicable. 
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